and our incomes will only fall by 35 per cent. But that
is utterly irrelevant. Sacrifice is not a matter of money
but of physical pain. Seventy-five per cent off your
incomes means a smaller house but still a house, no
chauffeur but still a car, simpler meals but still meals,
fewer clothes but still clothes, less to do in life but still
something. Thirty-five per cent off our incomes means
four people in one room, walking to work if we have
any, disease from under-nourishment, clothes in rags,
boots letting in the water, and gnawing our hearts out
with nothing to do. Now do you expect us to sacrifice
for that?"

This answer is inescapable. And if we face it our whole
wages problem, is solved. Go to the engineers and tell
them to-day "We have bought out the whole of the
engineering industry. For the time being we are paying
the different owners what is reasonably necessary to
prevent them from having to slump down from one
way of living to something entirely different. After the
-war we will have to make a final settlement of their
claims along with all the other claims for compensa-
tion. But the industry is absolutely ours, and we will
work it with your full and active participation in all
its branches for the production of goods and not for
profits." Go and say that to the engineers, and they
will work with an even higher enthusiasm than at
present for any standard of wages at all.

I hope no one will think it is possible to establish
in the middle of war a completely new society in all
its final perfection with every corner nicely polished
off. Of course it is not. But we can do enough to prove
to ourselves and to the world that we have pushed
over the watershed between one way of living and
another, and that we are never coming back. The taking